1 John 2:28-3:15




    29 January 2012
The Law and the Children of God (Part 4) : Cain and Abel

A Comparison of Characters in 1 John 2:28-3:15
	The Father
	The Son
	Children of God
	The Devil
	Antichrists
	Children of the Devil

	
	
	Abide in Christ (2:28)
	
	
	Abide in death (3:14)

	
	He is coming again (2:28)
	Will have confidence and not be ashamed at Jesus’ return (2:28)
	
	
	

	
	He is righteous (2:29; 3:7)
	Practice righteousness (2:29; 3:7) and are righteous (3:7)
	
	
	Do not habitually  / characteristically practice righteousness (3:10) 

	
	
	Born of Christ (2:29)
	
	
	

	Bestowed love (ἀγάπη) on His children (3:1)
	
	Loved by the Father (3:1); beloved (3:2); love one another (3:11)
	
	
	Do not habitually / characteristically love their brother(s) (3:10)

	
	
	The world does not know them (3:1)
	
	
	

	
	
	Shall be like Jesus (3:2)
	
	
	

	
	
	Shall see Jesus as He is (3:2)
	
	
	Have neither seen nor known Jesus (3:6)

	
	
	Have hope in Christ (3:3)
	
	
	

	
	He is pure (3:3)
	Purify themselves (3:3)
	
	
	

	
	He was manifested to take away our sins, in Him there is no sin (3:5)
	Don’t habitually / characteristically sin (3:6, 3:9); can’t habitually / characteristically sin (3:9)
	Has habitually sinned from the beginning (3:8)
	Attempt to deceive the saints (3:7)
	Habitually / characteristically commit sin / lawlessness (3:4; 3:8)

	
	
	Have God’s seed abiding in them (3:9)
	
	
	

	
	For this purpose He was manifested, to destroy the works of the devil (3:8)
	
	He’s at work (3:8)
	
	Have evil works (3:12)

	
	
	Abel (3:12)
	
	
	Cain (3:12)

	
	
	Are often hated by the world (3:13)
	
	
	

	
	
	Have passed from death to eternal life (ζωή) (3:14)
	
	
	Do not have eternal life (3:15)

	
	
	
	
	
	Are murderers (3:15)


Children of God are those who (1) have been saved by grace through faith in Christ as Savior and Lord, and (2) practice righteousness (perform good works) as a consequence of their salvation.   Good works, simply stated, are demonstrable acts of willful, faithful submission to God’s moral and relevant civil law.   

A Comparison of Some of the Characters in Genesis 3:1-4:15
	The Lord
	The Son
	Abel
	The Devil
	Cain

	He is Creator (3:1)
	
	
	Questioned the word of God (3:1)
	

	
	
	
	Contradicted the word of God (3:4)
	

	
	
	
	Attacked God’s character (3:5)
	

	Reached out to the sinner “Socratically” (3:9)
	
	
	
	

	Provided an opportunity for confession (3:11; 13)
	
	
	
	

	Pronounced judgment on Satan (3:14-15)
	Prophesied as the Seed of woman (3:15)
	
	Destined to be crushed by Christ (3:15)
	

	Pronounced judgment on women (3:16)
	
	
	
	

	Pronounced judgment on mankind (3:17-19)
	
	
	
	

	Atoned for the sins of Adam and Eve with a blood sacrifice (3:21)
	
	
	
	

	Protected Adam & Eve from eternal bondage to sin (3:22)
	
	
	
	

	Cleansed His garden (3:23)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	The second born son (4:2)
	
	The firstborn of Eve (4:1)

	
	
	A shepherd (4:2)
	
	A farmer (4:2)

	Did not respect Cain and his offering (4:5)
	
	
	
	Brought an offering to God (4:3)

	Respected Abel and his offering (4:4)
	
	Brought the firstborn of his flock and its fat as an offering (4:4)
	
	

	Offerings of the produce of the land were in principle acceptable to God, e.g., as evidenced by God’s instructions regarding the Grain Offering (Leviticus 2).  Likewise, offering of an animal sacrifice was in principle acceptable to God, as evidenced by God’s later instructions regarding Burnt Offerings (Leviticus 1), Sin Offerings (Leviticus 4), or Trespass Offerings (Leviticus 5).   So then, why did God view Cain and Abel and their sacrifices differently?


“By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous,

God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks (Hebrews 11:4)”
	The Lord
	The Son
	Abel
	The Devil
	Cain

	
	
	Approached God by faith with an offering that implied his sinfulness and need for atonement

[Offered True Worship]
	
	Approached God by works with an offering that ignored his sinfulness and need for atonement
[Offered False Worship]

	(see Psalm 51:16-19; John 4:23-24)

	Reached out to Cain “Socratically” (4:6)
	
	
	
	Was very angry, with a fallen countenance (4:5)

	Admonished Cain to be aware of sin, and to prompt repentance and victory (4:7)
	
	
	
	By inference, ignored God’s admonition (he ignored the Word of the Lord) (4:7)

	
	
	Was deceived and murdered by Cain (4:8)
	
	Deceived Abel and committed premeditated murder (4:8)

	Reached out to Cain “Socratically” (4:9)
	
	
	
	Lied to God and retorted sarcastically (4:9)

	Exposed the sin and the sinner (4:10)
	
	
	
	

	Pronounced judgment on Cain (4:11-12)
	
	
	
	Showed no remorse for his sin, only sorrow for his punishment and fear for his own life (4:13-14)

	Showed mercy to Cain (4:15)
	
	
	
	


How can we discern if someone is most likely a child of God (like Abel) or a child the devil (like Cain)?   
Observe his/her worship, response to the Word of God, response to rebuke for sin, and response to just punishment for sin.
Applications
1) Examine yourself (2 Corinthians 13:5)! How do you approach God?  How do you respond to the Word of God, in particular when it exposes your sin?  To what extent is the “vector / direction” of your life becoming increasingly like the child of God?
2) In humility and love, share these texts with anyone you know who claims to be a Christian yet seems to have a lifestyle characterized by sin, and be prepared to help him/her overcome (if he/she is penitent and repentant).
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