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22 January 2012
The Law and the Children of God (Part 3) : Love One Another

Why was this Epistle Written to the Church? 
That Christians --- those whose lives are “fueled” by the Holy Spirit (1 John 3:9, 3:24) --- would know God & His will (1 John 2:12-14, 2:21, 2:25, 5:13), practice righteousness (1 John 2:1), experience fellowship (1 John 1:3), and live lives full of joy (1 John 1:4)!
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The Law and the Children of God
· Good works are a consequence of faith in Christ as Savior and Lord.  Good works, simply stated, are demonstrable acts of willful submission to God’s moral and relevant civil law.   Good works could also be called the practice of holiness / righteousness.
· Last week focused on two examples of good works:

· Relevant Civil Law : Giving to the Government (Paying Taxes)

· Moral Law : Giving time, talent and treasure to those in need
· God’s Moral law can be summarized by the two greatest commandments:
· Deuteronomy 6:4-5 (Love the Lord with your heart soul, mind, and strength)
· Leviticus 19:18 (Love your neighbor as yourself)
Love in Scripture
· The various forms of the word “love” in 1 John are exclusively derived from αγαπάω (ag-ap-ah'-o) which means [1] to love, embracing God's will (choosing His choices) and obeying them through His power; or actively doing what the Lord prefers, with Him (by His power and direction).
Frequency of Forms of αγαπάω in Scripture
	Book
	~Frequency of Use [2]

	Luke
	12x

	Acts
	0x

	Romans
	14x

	Ephesians
	18x

	Hebrews
	4x

	John
	42x

	1 John
	46x


· Words derived from αγαπάω are used more often in 1 John than in any other book of the New Testament, and in general, forms of the word “love” are used more often in 1 John than in any other book in the Bible!
· How did John refer to himself in his Gospel? As the disciple whom Jesus loved (John 19:26)!
· Love was extremely important to John!  It’s a major thread woven through all of his writing!

· Therefore: 

The Joy Ride metaphor has been modified to replace The Holy Spirit with love.  The apostle Paul describes this connection (Romans 5:1-5):
“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”
Love in 1 John
The Foundation
3:1
Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of 
God!
3:16a
By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. 

4:9
In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live through Him.

4:10
In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.

4:19
We love Him because He first loved us 
As Evidence of Salvation
2:5
But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we 
are in Him.
2:10
He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him.

2:15
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.

3:10
In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice 
righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.

3:14
We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does 
not love his brother abides in death.

3:17
But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from 
him, how does the love of God abide in him?

4:7
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God.

4:8
He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

4:12
No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has 
been perfected in us.

4:16
And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides 
in love abides in God, and God in him.

4:17
Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; 
because as He is, so are we in this world.
4:18
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he 
who fears has not been made perfect in love.

4:20
If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his 
brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?

5:1
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who 
begot also loves him who is begotten of Him.
5:2
By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His 
commandments.

5:3
For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not 
burdensome.

As Application

3:11
For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another,
3:16
By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren.

3:18
My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.
3:23
And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and 
love one another, as He gave us commandment.

4:11
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
4:21
And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.

Love One Another

Why was John so focused on exhorting Christians to love one another?
As Jesus said (both in general and then specifically):
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen (Matthew 28:19-20).”

“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another (John 13:35).”
Some General Principles of Application in 1 John 
· 3:16 – Reciprocity (as a response to God’s love) and sacrifice
· 3:18 – Meet actual needs (spiritual, emotion, physical, or material)
· 3:23 – Obedience 
Specific Examples Elsewhere in Scripture
· 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a
· 13:4
1. Be patient / longsuffering

2. Be kind

3. Don’t envy

4. Don’t be arrogant (be humble)

· 13:5

1. Don’t be rude

2. Don’t be selfish (be selfless)

3. Don’t be easily provoked (James 1:19-20)

4. Don’t focus on past sins against you or don’t wish any evil upon anyone
· 13:6

1. Don’t celebrate sin

2. Rejoice in the truth

· 13:7

1. Be forbearing (NKJV, ESV, NASB) or protecting (NIV)
2. Fully believe or trust in God, and be willing to trust others

3. Hope in God and His promises

4. Persevere through difficulties

· 13:8

1. Don’t give up / quit / fail
(Suggestion : re-read these commands as if given to a married man with respect to his wife)
· James 2:15-16
· If you observe a brother or sister in need, then you should ... ?
1. Discern the extent to which you should meet said need, and do it! or
2. Simply follow John the Baptist’s exhortation (Luke 3:10-11)
[For more on this topic see The Law and the Children of God (Part 2) : Taxes and Giving]
· Some “One Another” Verses (NKJV)
· Leviticus 19:11 (You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, nor lie to one another)

· Leviticus 25:14 (... you shall not oppress one another)

· Leviticus 25:46 (Regarding your brethren ... you shall not rule over one another with rigor)
· Romans 12:10 (Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another;)
· Romans 12:16 (Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.)
· Romans 14:13 (Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way.)
· Romans 15:7 (Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God.)
· Romans 15:14 (Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.)
· Romans 16:16a (Greet one another with a holy kiss.)
· 1 Corinthians 11:33 (... when you come together to eat, wait for one another.)
· 1 Corinthians 12:25b (...  members should have the same care for one another.)
· Galatians 5:13b (through love serve one another.)
· Ephesians 4:32 (And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.)
· Ephesians 5:19 (speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord)
· Ephesians 5:21 (submitting to one another in the fear of God)
· Colossians 3:9a (Do not lie to one another)
· Colossians 3:16 (Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.)
· 1 Thessalonians 4:18 (Therefore comfort one another with these words.)
· 1 Thessalonians 5:11a (Therefore comfort each other and edify one another)

· Hebrews 3:13a (exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today”)

· Hebrews 10:24 (let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works)
· James 4:11a (Do not speak evil of one another)
· James 5:9a (Do not grumble against one another)

· James 5:16a (Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another)

· 1 Peter 1:22 (Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart)
· 1 Peter 3:8a (be of one mind, having compassion for one another)
· 1 Peter 4:9 (Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.)
· 1 Peter 4:10 (As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.)
· 1 Peter 5:5 (Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility)
Reflection

John wrote that (1 John 3:9):

“Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.”

This is an amazing sentence!  Whoever has been born of God does not sin?  Yes, in the sense that a Christian’s lifestyle won’t be characterized by habitual sin.  Yet (1 John 1:8,10):
“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us ... If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”

How can these statements be reconciled?  It needs to be recognized that when someone places his / her faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord, he / she is born again; i.e., the Holy Spirit enters his / her heart; the heart of stone becomes a heart of flesh; he / she receives a new nature and is a new creature; i.e., “His seed remains in him (1 John 3:9).”  This is an irreversible fact that won’t be changed (the children of God have eternal security)!   A consequence of regeneration is that said person will be prompted and equipped by the Holy Spirit to do good works in His strength and for His glory that before salvation would either not have happened or would have been nothing but filthy rags.  Yet, a regenerate person isn’t perfect and will still periodically struggle with sin.  The apostle Paul explained his personal experience with this tension (Romans 7:15-25a):
“For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do. If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is good. But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!”
The writer of Hebrews explains the tension in this way (Hebrews 10:10, 10:14):
Christians “have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all ... For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.”

That is to say, that Christians have already been sanctified (made holy); yet, as we live on earth we still periodically sin and thus remain in the process of being sanctified (this is sanctification).  Therefore, beloved child of God, if and when you struggle with submission to God’s moral law of loving one another, do the following (Proverbs 3:5-6):
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 
And lean not on your own understanding; 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
And He shall direct your paths.”
And if you fail, then confess your sin --- for “He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9) --- forget that which is behind, and “press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:13-14).”
Benediction
“And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all (1 Thessalonians 3:12a).”
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